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Get Involved 

 
 

 

 

Brown Bag with Dr. Alejandra Vasco 
  

Join us on Tuesday, September 5, from noon – 1 p.m. for a special 

presentation by our newest staff member! Dr. Alejandra Vasco joined our 

team as a Research Botanist in August. During this month’s brown bag, 

she’ll discuss one of her areas of expertise: leaf evolution in ferns.  

 

When did leaves appear on our planet? How did that happen? What did 

plants look like before they had leaves? Or did plants exist at all before 

leaves? The evolution and development of leaves has intrigued botanists for 

over two centuries! Dr. Vasco will discuss the history of this long debate and 

show the new tools being used to try to unravel the mystery of the origin of leaves. We hope you can join us in 

giving Dr. Vasco a Texas-sized welcome during her brown bag presentation! 
 

 
 

 

Registration Open for TERM and Permaculture Classes 
 

We’re excited to announce that registration is now open for BRIT’s fall Adult Education classes. Join us for one 

of these fun and informative classes: 

 

* Permaculture Basics for Home Gardeners - Saturday, September 2, 10 a.m.– noon 

* Introduction to Vegetable Gardening - Saturday, September 2, 1–3 p.m. 

* The Monarch Migration and Local Pollinators: The Importance of Autumn - Saturday, September 2, 1–3 p.m. 

* Urban Gardening: Permaculture for Small Spaces - Saturday, October 7, 10 a.m.– noon 

* Seed Starting 101 - Saturday, October 7, 1 p.m.–3 p.m. 

* Know your Natives: Native American Plant Use - Saturday, October 7, 1–3 p.m. 

* Grasses: The Rodney Dangerfield of the Vascular Plant World - Saturday, November 4, 1–3 p.m. 

 

For more information and to register, please visit Workshops and TERM Events. 

   

 

 

 

Fall Gallery Night 
 

with David Conn – Paintings and Prints, 2000–2016.  

 

Join us for Gallery Night at BRIT on Saturday, September 9, from 4–9 

p.m. as local artist and master printmaker, David Conn, unveils his new 

https://brit.secure.force.com/events/CnP_PaaS_EVT__ExternalRegistrationPage?event_id=a4r0a000000gK6YAAU
http://brit.org/events/workshops
http://brit.org/events/term


 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIT Members are invited to join us for 

Champagne and 
Conversation with the Artist  
September 9 from 5–6 p.m.  
in the Oak Board Room 
RSVP is Required – 817.332.7518 

 

show "Paintings and Prints, 2000–2016." Conn, who grew up in New 

Jersey, has always found refuge in nature. Now he makes linocuts and 

large paintings of scenes from nature using only black and white. From 

a distance, the images are pictorial. Up close, they are alive with 

abstract shapes. His hope is that these images will resonate with the 

memories and experiences of those who see them. No RSVP is 

required for Gallery Night. For more information about this exhibit, 

please contact Laura Venhaus at 817.546.1844 or visit our webpage. 

 

 

 

 

International Award 
of Excellence in Conservation 

 

Join us in celebrating BRIT’s 30th anniversary 

and the outstanding achievements of our award winners: 

 

J. David Bamberger and Selah, Bamberger Ranch Preserve 

Frank Yturria and the Frank Yturria Family Ranch 

Texas Christian University Ranch Management Program 

  

September 27, 2017, 6:30 p.m. 

at the Worthington Renaissance Hotel 

Landry Burdine, TCU Radio personality and 

Former TCU football safety, serving as emcee. 

 

Honorary Hosts Edward P. Bass, Ramona and Lee Bass, and Carter Smith, along with Event Chair Grant James 

invite you to join us for the International Award of Excellence in Conservation gala and dinner to be held the 

evening of September 27, 2017, at the Worthington Renaissance Hotel. It will be a festive celebration of our 

honorees’ contributions to conservation and our special 30th anniversary year. For more information, please 

contact Sara Richardson at 817.332.2748. 

 

Presenting Sponsor 

 

  

 

                    

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:membership@brit.org?subject=RSVP%20for%20Members%20Only%20Conversation%20%26%20Champagne%20with%20the%20Artist
mailto:LVenhaus@brit.org
http://brit.org/events/exhibits
mailto:SRichardson@BRIT.org?subject=Award%20Gala


 

 

North Texas Giving Day: Thursday, Sept. 14 
   

Last year, we were part of the success as Communities Foundation of Texas brought 

together more than 2,500 organizations in 16 counties to celebrate North Texas 

Giving Day and raise $37 million. Since its founding in 2009, Communities 

Foundation of Texas’ North Texas Giving Day has inspired people to give, resulting in 

increased donations and services provided in North Texas. We invite you to join the 

movement and help BRIT reach our goal of $25,000 on September 14. 

  

NEW - You Can "Schedule Giving" Beginning September 7   

• Go to NorthTexasGivingDay.org  

• Fill out the multi-give form on the home page or search for your favorite nonprofit and give on their 

page. 

• Wait until September 14 when the charge will hit your card. 

• Be sure to visit NorthTexasGivingDay.org on September 14 to watch the online giving action, see 

Leader Boards of the top performers, learn if your donation was randomly selected to receive a prize. 

Spread the Word About North Texas Giving Day using #BRITORG and #NTXGivingDay. 
 

  

 

  

  

 

Engage Your Brain with BRIT Reads Book Club! 
 

BRIT Reads Book Club returns this month on Monday, September 18, from 

noon – 1 p.m. We’ll be discussing The Species Seekers: Heroes, Fools, and 

the Mad Pursuit of Life on Earth by Richard Conniff, a book that the Wall Street 

Journal describes as “beautifully written [with] the verve of an adventure 

story.” September is also the month when we begin selecting our books for 

2018. Put on your thinking caps and bring a list of books that you’d like to 

submit for consideration. 

 

For more information, please contact Laura Venhaus at 817.546.1844 or visit 

our webpage. 
 

 
 

 

 

New Volunteer Opportunities with Bella's 

Buds 
 
BRIT is an exciting place to bring preschoolers for our 
Bella’s Story Time and Book and Nature Club, and we 
rely on volunteers to make it a success. We are always 
looking for more volunteers willing to share their 
enthusiasm of nature with the pre-school set. Now there 
are two chances to make an impact as a Bella’s B: 
helping with the preparation of materials the day before or 
hands-on opportunities the day of the program. These are 
both great chances to plant the seeds of curiosity in a 
child! You don’t need a deep awareness of plants or 

education to be an engaging Bud, but you do need an interest in our mission and enjoy impacting young people. 
If you would like more information about volunteering, please contact our Director of Volunteers and Public 
Engagement, Julie Donovan, or call 817.546.1846.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.NorthTexasGivingDay.org 
http://www.NorthTexasGivingDay.org 
mailto:LVenhaus@brit.org
http://brit.org/events/book_club
mailto:jdonvan@brit.org


 

 

 

Research, Collections, & Publications 
 

 

 

 

BRIT Press Publishes New Book on Flora of Sint 
Eustatius 
 

A Systematic Vademecum to the Vascular Plants of Sint Eustatius 

 

Publication Date: July 2017 

Author: Franklin S. Axelrod 

6.5" × 9.5" | flexbound | 104 pp.  

978-1-889878-57-7 | $25.00 | color; SBM 44 

shop.brit.org 

   

Small Caribbean islands are wonderful showcases of biodiversity. All 
islands of the Lesser Antilles had equal access to a similar suite of 
invading plants, yet differences in geology, topography, climate, and 
human habitation have produced very different floristic effects. This 
synoptic flora of the island of Sint Eustacius (known to its inhabitants 
as "Statia") is the first complete work of the area in over 100 years. 
Consisting of 626 vascular plants, this book is based mainly on the 

author’s collection between 2009 and 2014 of over 1,000 specimens. It is intended to meet the needs of 
botanists, ecologists, and others who wish to know which plants are now present on the island and which 
previously noted plants are no longer known to be present. Hopefully, this work will serve as a model for future 
studies on nearby islands, aiding the investigation of island chain biodiversity. 

 

 

 
 

New Publication by Harold W. Keller and Keri M. Barfield 
 

The Great Smoky Mountains National Park: The People’s Park. FUNGI 10 (2): 44-64. One illustration and 

42 figures. 

http://shop.brit.org/


 

 

Have you ever visited the Great Smoky Mountains National Park? This publication was prepared to 

commemorate the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service and contains numerous scenic park 

photographs. The narrative chronicles the early Native American Cherokee visitors and the later establishment of 

a thriving American pioneer mountain culture in the Cades Cove area of the park in the early 1800s. One will 

discover information on the geological, physical, and natural history features of the park, including the formation 

of mountains, streams, waterfalls, autumn foliage colors, and activities of synchronous fireflies, along with the 

unfortunate destructive and tragic impact of the logging period in the early 1900s that removed a significant portion 

of the giant trees and old-growth forest through clear-cutting. The park was created through the tireless effort of a 

variety of people in Tennessee and North Carolina who helped raise money to purchase the land and promote 

public interest in the concept of a park. Read about the tree canopy study that was conducted in the park 

documenting taxonomic groups representing ferns, bryophytes, fungi, lichens, myxomycetes, myxobacteria, slugs, 

and tardigrades. Through this research, a new myxomycete species, Diachea arboricola, was discovered. Do 

you know what an All Taxa Biodiversity Inventory (ATBI) is or where the first one was conducted? Click the link 

to find out more information and read the article in its entirety! 

 

 
 

 

Melissa Skrabal observing and collecting bark 

samples with stalked sporangia of a species new to 

science, Diachea arboricola, high in the canopy of a 

white oak tree. 

 

Stalked sporangium of Diachea arboricola with 

iridescent peridium showing multi-colored, glittering, 

silvery-bluish surface. 

 
 

 
 

 

Green Revolution  
 

Green Revolution—our Environmental STEM, positive-youth-development, 

out-of-school-time (grades 6 - 12) program that immerses youth in formative 

experiences that advance personal development, civic engagement, and 

environmental stewardship—has just completed its conceptual 

metamorphosis. Director Reggie Robinson says, “The changes in our 

program have galvanized our determination to provide educational 

experiences that enhance the competitive advantage in underrepresented 

youth, all while giving a refreshing energy to the work. We are thrilled!”  

 
To kick off the updates, Green Revolution hosted their biannual Facilitator Training designed to align program 
leaders with the new philosophy and approach. The training was met with equal excitement and enthusiasm 
from all participants. Long-time Facilitator Awnya Germany says, “This shift in Green Revolution is going to build 
the necessary life skills that Agents will greatly benefit from.”  
 
Stay tuned for more riveting updates as Green Revolution continues to grow! 

 

 
 

 

http://www.fungimag.com/summer-2017-articles/Smokey%2044-64_LR.pdf
http://www.fungimag.com/summer-2017-articles/Smokey%2044-64_LR.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/15572536.2005.11832952
http://www.fungimag.com/summer-2017-articles/Smokey%2044-64_LR.pdf
http://www.fungimag.com/summer-2017-articles/Smokey%2044-64_LR.pdf


 

 

 

BRIT Takes Steps in Rescuing the ULM Herbarium 
Collection  

 

We are underway with the rescue of the University of Louisiana at Monroe 

Herbarium. BRIT was one of many institutions that responded when the 

university announced it could no longer care for its natural history collection, 

including a significant herbarium, fish, and herpetology collection. 

 

BRIT was selected to adopt the herbarium collection. The 330 herbarium 

cabinets are being transported in freezer trucks, frozen to -20°F for two 

weeks to eradicate pests, and then installed in the BRIT herbarium. 

 

The herbarium is the legacy of Dr. R. Dale Thomas, Curator Emeritus. Dr. 

Thomas arrived at the university in 1967, and through his retirement in 2003 

he saw the herbarium grow from 250 specimens to over 470,000. He 

personally collected 173,300 specimens for the herbarium and 600,000 duplicate specimens for world-wide 

exchange. 

 

BRIT feels honored to have a hand in preserving the legacy of Dr. Thomas and all others who contributed to and 
supported the herbarium. It will retain its name as the R. Dale Thomas Collection while housed at BRIT. 

 

 
 

 

 

A New Species of Snowbell from Peru 
   

Dr. Peter Fritsch published a new species of the snowbell genus Styrax in the latest issue of the Missouri 

Botanical Garden’s journal Novon. This is the same genus as our esteemed Texas snowbell shrubs, Styrax 

platanifolius and varieties. However, because this is in a different section of the genus, it looks quite different, 

being an evergreen tree ca. 25 m tall with a distinctive gynodioecious breeding system, i.e., having both female 

and bisexual individuals in the same population. The species is only known from a single collection from the 

Department of Cusco in the Peruvian Andes at 2770 m elevation. This sole known collection was sent to Peter on 

exchange from Missouri Botanical Garden, and so he has not seen the species in the field and no known 

photographs of the plant exist, but with one glance at the specimen he immediately realized it was new to science. 

Peter has named the species Styrax excelsus for its tall habit in relation to its much shorter close relatives. It is 

only known from a mountain ridge separating two tributaries of the Urubamba River in an unprotected site and 

must be highly restricted in its distribution. This brings the total number of new species discovered or recognized 

by Peter over the course of his research on this genus to 25 (some of these were described as varieties and 

elevated to the species rank), mainly from tropical America and one from tropical east Asia. No doubt more species 

of this group remain undiscovered. 

 

 

 

International Botanical Congress 2017 
   

Dr. Peter Fritsch represented BRIT at the 2017 International Botanical Congress in Shenzhen, China, July 23-
29. This conference is held once every six years in different international venues and convenes botanical 
scientists from all over the world to present their latest research findings and discuss issues. This year, over 
6000 people attended the conference. The focus ranges widely and includes plant genomics, crop breeding, 
ecosystem health and other conservation issues, systematics and classification, phylogenetics, education, 
outreach, and administration. Shenzhen, one of many shining new cities or city sectors in China developed 
basically from scratch to its present form in less than 30 years, has a strong focus on the information technology 
industry. Peter presented the results of his and colleagues’ research over the last 10 years in a 20-minute talk 
entitled “Biogeography, classification, breeding system evolution, and new species discovery in the Gaultherieae 
(Ericaceae)” as part of a symposium on the heath family, which includes the economically important blueberries 
and cranberries, Rhododendron, and wintergreens. Peter made many new connections and re-established many 
more with scientific colleagues. As a result of the symposium he and his colleagues will be outlining plans for a 
large collaborative project on the genomics and systematics of the blueberry subfamily, a group of over 2000 
species widely distributed natively across the globe. 
 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.3417/D-16-00009
https://doi.org/10.3417/D-16-00009


 

Hunting Blueberries and Princess 
Flowers in Borneo 
   

Dr. Peter Fritsch conducted a field expedition 

from June 21–July 21 to Sabah, Malaysia, on 

the island of Borneo to document the plants of 

the Heaths (Ericaceae) and Princess Flowers 

(Melastomataceae), two highly diverse families 

in the Asian tropics. The survey was part of a 

three-year grant from the National Science 

Foundation to study DNA sequence variation in 

the Melastomataceae. The results are being 

used to estimate the genetic relationships of the 

species in the family, which allow us (1) to 

understand how plants adapt to their 

environment and (2) to track the geographical migration patterns of the group over geological time, which has 

implications for how plants respond to changes in global climate. Peter collected over 500 specimens, most of 

which were for the BRIT herbarium and exchange. The most exciting part of the trip was climbing up Mt. Kinabalu, 

the highest peak in southeast Asia at 4095 m (13,435 ft) elevation. This mountain contains tremendous biological 

diversity, including  5000–6000 plant species. Peter described two new species based on a previous trip to the 

mountain in 2009, both in the heath family. A strong earthquake shook the mountain in 2015, resulting in numerous 

landslides that took out many trails and bridges, and so currently those species are not accessible for further study. 

While there, Peter built capacity for environmental research in the country by training the staff in species 

identification and demonstrating best practices for field collection and documentation. 

 

  

 

 

Miscellaneous 
 

 

 

BRIT’s New Website Goes Live Monday, August 28 
 

For the last six months, BRIT’s web team, composed of members from each of the organization’s departments, 

along with Kuvio Creative, a local web design company, have been working diligently, creating BRIT’s new, 4.0 

website—the fourth incarnation of BRIT.org. Now, the result is ready for viewing and use. We are pleased to 

announce that 4.0 goes live on Monday, August 28. Among the many upgrades, 4.0 incorporates improvements 

in design, layout, and navigation along with dynamic, data-driven content.  Here are some key features: 

1. The most sought-after information on the homepage. Events, articles, and About BRIT info has been 

placed directly on the homepage making it easy for you to find what you’re looking for. In addition, the 

homepage automatically rotates upcoming events and showcases the latest writing of BRIT's 

researchers.  

2. New design with improved layout, content categorization, and site navigation. BRIT’s new website 

operates on a series of pre-configured templates, providing consistency in branding, colors, fonts, and 

page layouts. It re-categorizes content, so you can easily hone in on your preference--whether you want 

to participate in upcoming events or just read about the latest projects and news.  

3. Mobile-friendly. The site layout was rewritten from scratch using the latest mobile-responsive best 

practices, including a slide-out menu, tiles that stack, and typography rules that convert well to a mobile 

screen.  

4. Technologically smart and modern. The site is built on the latest Drupal software, hosted 100% in the 

cloud, backed up automatically on a daily basis, and can be updated with security patches and new 

features with one click. This updated platform gives BRIT the foundation necessary to continue growing 

the site with new projects and content. 

With your memberships and Annual Fund support you've allowed us to stay up-to-date! When you can, please 

take a look and give us your feedback. Enjoy. 

 

 
 

 
 

https://brit.secure.force.com/donations/rc_connect__campaign_designform?id=701j0000001OOUr#!form=00Pj0000002gytqEAA
http://www.brit.org/
mailto:CChilton@brit.org?subject=New%20Website%20Feedback%20


 

 

 

Reciprocal Membership Partners  

            

BRIT Members receive discounts at BRIT on classes, purchases, at these retail stores, and reciprocal 

admission to more than 300 public gardens (ahs.org), which includes the Japanese Garden and Dallas 

Arboretum. If you're not a member yet, we'd love to have you! Please visit us at BRIT.org. 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

  

 

SEPTEMBER 

• Saturday, 2  

o Bella's Story Time 

o Plant ID 

o Tour 

o Permaculture 

o TERM 

• Monday, 4  

o BRIT will be closed 

• Tuesday, 5  

o Bella Book & Nature Club 

o Brown Bag Series 

• Wednesday, 6  

o Bella Book & Nature Club 

• Saturday, 9  

o Fall Gallery Night 

o Conversation with the Artist 

• Thursday, 14  

o North Texas Giving Day 

• Monday, 18   

o BRIT Reads Book Club 

• Tuesday, 19  

o Teacher Tuesday 

• Thursday, 21   

o Sip at BRIT 

• Wednesday, 27  

o Award Gala 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 

• Tuesday, 3  

o Bella Book & Nature Club 

o Brown Bag Series  

• Wednesday, 4  

o Bella Book & Nature Club 

• Saturday, 7  

o Burk's Book Festival 

o Plant ID 

o Tour 

o Permaculture 

o TERM 

• Monday, 16  

o BRIT Reads Book Club 

• Tuesday, 17  

o Teacher Tuesday 

 

*Every Thursday - BRIT tours at 1:30 p.m. 

 

*For more Information see BRIT.org. 
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