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EDUCATION
Duke University 1960-1964, B.S. Business Administration (Minor: Civil Engineering)
La Salle Extension University School of Law, J.D., Juris Doctor 1971-1974

CURRENT POSITION(S)
Trustee, Botanical Research Institute of Texas (BRIT)
Research Scientist, BRIT

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

1964-1984: Lt. Colonel, United States Marine Corps. Flew 375 combat fighter missions in
Vietnam. Flew 36 types of military aircraft as Test Pilot and Instructor Pilot.

1970-1973: Served with the Central Intelligence Agency in several Asian and European
countries. Previously proficient in five foreign languages.

1972-2002: Captain for American Airlines based at Dallas-Fort Worth Airport, Texas.

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS & AFFILIATIONS

Dallas Nature Center—Advisory Board, Past Board of Directors

Duke University—Sarah P. Duke Gardens Board of Trustees

Fort Worth Nature Center—Nature Center Conservancy Board

Native Plant Society of Texas—Advisor and Consultant

Native Prairies Association of Texas—Past Board of Directors

Natural Area Preservation Association—Vice President, Board of Directors
Texas Land Conservancy—President (2006—2010), Board of Directors
Texas Stage—Past Advisory Committee

Useful Wild Plants of Texas—Past Board of Directors, Consultant
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(Isoetaceae) in Texas. Journal of the Botanical Research Institute of Texas 6(2):753—
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90(3):391-405.

Phipps JB, RJ O’Kennon. 2007. Hawthorns (Crataegus: Rosaceae) of the Cypress Hills,
Alberta and Saskatchewan. Journal of the Botanical Research Institute of Texas
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O'Kennon RJ, C McLemore. 2004. Schoenoplectus hallii (Cyperaceae), a globally
threatened species new for Texas. Sida, Contributions to Botany 21(2):1201-1204.

Trock DK, RJ O’Kennon. 2003. A new species of Packera (Asteraceae: Senecioneae)
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Diggs Jr GM, RJ O'Kennon 2003. A rockhouse microhabitat in the West Cross Timbers
of North Central Texas. Sida, Contributions to Botany 20(3):1327-1333.

O’Kennon RJ, C McLemore, AK Neill. 2003. Fagopyrum esculentum (Polygonaceae),
new for Texas. Sida, Contributions to Botany 20(4):1717-1720.
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(Asteraceae) new for Texas and notes on invasive exotics. Sida, Contributions to Botany
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27. Phipps JB, RJ O’Kennon. 1998. Three new species of Crataegus (Rosaceae) from
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PUBLICATIONS IN PREPARATION

The Flora of Gillespie County, Texas. Plan is to publish this flora as a JBRIT, Botanical
Miscellany series.

The Crataegus (Hawthorns) of North America. Co-authored Dr. J. B. Phipps of The University of
Western Ontario, London, Ontario. A monograph and field guide of the genus Crataegus
found from Alaska to Guatemala. This 20 year project requires extensive travel
throughout North America each year. It will be completed in 2009 and published by
BRIT.

The Useful Wild Plants of Texas. Edited by Scooter Cheatham, this is a fourteen volume
encyclopedia describing the medicinal and other uses of most of the species found in
Texas and surrounding states. Volumes 1, 2, & 3 are published.

A Checklist of the Flora of Big Bend National Park.

Glaucium corniculatum (Papaveraceae) New for Texas on the Edwards Plateau of Central
Texas.

Kickxia elatine (Scrophulariaceae) New for Texas on the Edwards Plateau of Central Texas.

Helianthus laciniatus (Compositae) New for Texas in the Big Bend Country of West Texas.

Opuntia spiniosor (Cactaceae) New for Texas in the Cornudas Mountains of West Texas.

Eriocaulon texensis sp. nov. (Eriocaulaceae). A new species of Pipewort found at Enchanted
Rock State Natural Area in Central Texas.

PERSONAL INTERESTS




Photography, tennis, running, weight lifting, kick boxing, biking, horseback riding, hiking,
camping, skiing, astronomy, herpetology, ornithology, entomology, archaeology, paleontology,
geology, writing, linguistics, etymology, history, aviation, fine art, plant research, and collecting
books on Texana and botany.



